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Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT THOMAS LIPPMAN BY-LINER WASHINGTON 
POST MONDAY APRIL 17 HEADED "SADAT, TOP AIDES STRESS A WILL- 
INGNESS TO WAIT." 


2. CAIRO— PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT AND HIS TOP FOREIGN POLICY 
OFFICERS, IN SPEECHES, POLICY STATEMENTS AND PRIVATE TALKS 
OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS, HAVE SHOWN THAT EGYPT'S CURRENT 
APPROACH TO MIDDLE EAST PEACE NEGOTIATIONS CAN BE SUMMED UP 
IN ONE WORD- WAIT. 


3. THEY AGAIN RULED OUT WAR OR THE THREAT OF WAR AS A WAY 
OF BREAKING THE IMPASSE WITH ISRAEL, AND SOME OFFICIALS HAVE 
GONE SO FAR AS TO SAY THAT EGYPT WOULD NOT EVEN TAKE PART 
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IN AN ARAB-TSRAF.LT WAR THAT STARTED ON ANOTHER FRONT, SUCH 
AS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON OR SYRIA. 


4. AT THE SAME TIME, THE EGYPTIANS HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
THEY ARE NOT GOING TO OFFER THEIR OWN DETAILED PEACE PLAN 
FOR THE REGION, AS ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN 
HAS SUGGESTED THEY SHOULD DO IN REPLY TO HIS OWN PROPOSALS. 
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5. THE EGYPTIANS HAVE SAID THAT THEY CANNOT NEGOTIATE 
SPECIFIC TERRITORIAL OR POLITICAL ISSUES FOR ANY COUNTRY 
OR PEOPLE OTHER THAN THEIR OWN. WHAT THEY WANT. AS THEY 
HAVE BEEN SAYING FOR MONTHS, IS AN AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE 
FROM THE ISRAELIS ON WITHDRAWAL FROM ARAB TERRITORY AND 
THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS, WITH THE DETAILS TO BE 
NEGOTIATED BY THOSE CONCERNED. 

6. THAT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES HAS ELUDED NEGOTIATORS, 

BUT THE EGYPTIANS ARE SHOWING SURPRISINGLY LITTLE IM- 
PATIENCE. THEY FEEL THAT IT IS THE ISRAELIS, AND SPECIFI- 
CALLY BEGIN, WHO ARE UNDER DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL PRES- 
SURE TO CHANGE THEIR STANCE AND THEREFORE THE EGYPTIANS 
ARE CONTENT TO WAIT A WHILE LONGER FOR ISRAEL TO MAKE A 
MOVE. 

7. EGYPT HAS NOT RESPONDED SPECIFICALLY TO INDICATIONS 
THAT BEGIN MAY BE RETREATING FROM HIS POSITION THAT U.N. 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242 DOES NOT APPLY TO THE OC- 
CUPIED WEST BANK OF THE JORDAN. OBSERVERS HERE SAY IT IS 
LIKELY THAT THE EGYPTIANS WILL VIEW THIS AS CONFIRMATION 
THAT THERE IS PRESSURE FOR CONCESSIONS INSIDE THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT BUT NOT AS A SUFFICIENT BASIS FOR RESUMING 
DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS. 
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8. FOREIGN MINISTER MOHAMMED KAMEL AND BOUTROS GHALI, 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BOTH SAID LAST WEEK 
THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO PROGRESS ON THE SUBSTANTIAL ISSUES 
DIVIDING EGYPT AND ISRAEL SINCE THE UNSUCCESSFUL VISIT HERE 
OF ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER EZER WEIZMAN IN LATE MARCH. 

9. OTHER FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS SAY THE EGYPTIANS DO 
NOT FEEL THEMSELVES UNDER ANY PRESSURE TO RESUME THE PEACE 
TALKS UNLESS THERE IS SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT. 

10. GHALI, EXPLAINING THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION TO THE 
EGYPTIAN PARLIAMENT, SAID THIS COUNTRY'S POLICY WAS TO PUR- 
SUE PEACE THROUGH "NEGOTIATION AND MORE NEGOTIATION," A 
POLICY WHICH MEANS THAT "WAR IS EXCLUDED AS A MEANS OF 
SETTLING THE CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST." 

1 1 . KAMEL ISSUED A STATEMENT SAYING THAT THE IMPORTANT 
QUESTION NOW WAS NOT WHETHER WEIZMAN COMES BACK TO CAIRO, 
BUT WHETHER ISRAEL WOULD REPUDIATE ARCHAIC CONCEPTS AND 
ADOPT A NEW POLICY COMPATIBLE WITH THE SPIRIT OF PRESIDENT 
SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE. 
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12. EGYPT'S POSITION ON THE ISSUES, HE SAID, "IS FIRM 
AND WILL NOT CHANGE." 

13. EGYPT'S U.N. AMBASSADOR, ESMAT ABDEL MEGUID, WHO WAS 
HEAD OF THIS COUNTRY'S DELEGATION AT THE ALMOST-FORGOTTEN 
CAIRO PEACE CONFERENCE IN DECEMBER, STATED THE MAIOR REASON 
WHY THE EGYPTIANS ARE IN NO HURRY TO OFFER NEW CONCESSIONS 
TO ISRAEL. 

14. HE SAID THE ISRAELIS SHOULD "TAKE COGNIZANCE OF WHAT 
IS GOING ON IN THE UNITED STATES," WHICH HE SAID IS "NO 
LONGER BLINDLY SUPPORTING ISRAEL." 

15. IN A RADIO BROADCAST IN THE UNITED STATES, HE SAID THE 
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AMERICANS ARE UNHAPPY WITH WHAT HE CALLED THE "INTRANSI- 
GENCE AND INFLEXIBILITY" OF BEGIN. MEGUID WAS SAYING 
PUBLICLY WHAT EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS HAVE COME TO BELIEVE- 
THAT THERE REALLY HAS BEEN A CHANGE IN U.S. AND WORLD 
OPINION TO THE POINT THAT IT IS ISRAEL, NOT EGYPT, THAT IS 
PERCEIVED AS THE OBSTACLE TO PEACE. 

16. IN THE EGYPTIAN VIEW, THE WORLD HAS COME TO REALIZE 
THAT ISRAEL WANTS BOTH PEACE AND THE LAND. THIS INTER 
NATIONAL DISFAVOR, COUPLED WITH AMERICAN DETERMINATION TO 
KEEP THE MOMENTUM TOWARD PEACE GOING, REQUIRES MOVEMENTS 
BY ISRAEL TOWARD THE ARAB POSITION, NOT VICE VERSA, EGYPT 
BELIEVES. 

17. SADAT, HAVING EASILY SURVIVED THE RAGE OF THE ARAB 
REACTIONISTS AND THE INEVITABLE LETDOWN AT HOME OVER THE 
FAILURE TO ACHIEVE PEACE, IS NOW IN A POSITION TO WAIT. 

18. "THERE IS NO NEED TO SPEAK ABOUT WAR BECAUSE THE 
PEACE PROCESS HAS NOT SO FAR FAILED," HE TOLD REPORTERS 
AFTER HIS FRIDAY PRAYERS AT A MOSQUE IN ASWAN. 

19. THE NEXT DAY HE TOLD A GROUP OF VISITING AMERICANS 
THAT HE HAD TOLD WEIZMAN THAT HE WAS NOT SATISFIED WITH 
ISRAEL'S POSITIONS EITHER ON THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION OR 
ON THE FUTURE OF THE OCCUPIED SINAI PENINSULA. BUT HE 
SAID, HE HAD "PROMISED THE ISRAELI PEOPLE THAT THE OCTOBER 
WAR (OF 1973) WOULD BE THE LAST WAR AND INFORMED THEM THAT 
ISRAEL HAS GOT THE RIGHT TO LIVE SECURELY." 

20. IN SADAT'S VIEW, THE ISRAELIS HAVE STILL NOT UNDER- 
STOOD THE IMPLICATIONS OF THESE MOVES ON HIS PART, BUT HE 
SAID, "WHEN THEY ARE READY FOR PEACE, I AM READY FOR 
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PEACE, BUT NOT AT THE EXPENSE OF OUR LANDS AND SOVEREIGNTY. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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